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2.5: Federal Income Taxes 
Group Activity 
Separate the tax table page and calculate the values for each household and determine the 
amount they owe or will be refunded.  

2018 
Tax Year 

Dakota and Avery 
(no children) 

Letitia 
(2 children) 

Filing Status Married Filing Jointly 
Single 

(Single means she is not claiming her 
kids on her return, another parent is) 

Adjusted Gross 
Income 
 

$93,700 $42,600 

Itemized 
Deductions 
 

$17,200 $5,700 

Standard 
Deduction 
 

  

Personal 
Exemption for 
each person on 
the return 

  

Taxable 
Income 
 
 

  

Tax from Table 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Tax Credits 
 

$0 $426 

Tax Amount 
after Credits 
 

  

Federal Taxes 
Withheld 
 

$14,570 $4,230 

Federal Tax 
Owed or 
Refund 
 

  

Effective Rate 
(Tax amount 
after credits÷ 
taxable 
income) 
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2018 
Tax Year 

Joshua 
(3 children) 

Karalene 
(no children) 

 
Filing Status 
 

Head of Household Married Filing Separately 

Adjusted Gross 
Income 
 

$38,200 $125,400 

Itemized 
Deductions 
 

$7,800 $8,500 

Standard 
Deduction 
 

  

Personal 
Exemption for 
each person on 
the return 

  

Taxable 
Income 
 
 
 

  

Tax from Table 
 
 
 
 

  

Tax Credits 
 

$2,049 $0 

Tax Amount 
after Credits 
 

  

Federal Taxes 
Withheld 
 

$3,850 $23,490 

Federal Tax 
Owed or 
Refund 
 
 

  

Effective Rate 
(Tax amount 
after credits÷ 
taxable 
income) 
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Below is a portion of the 2017 tax year tax schedule from the form 1040 booklet. 
  
a. Find the tax amount for a single person with a taxable income of $39,890. 
 
  
 
 
b. Find the tax amount for a married couple filing jointly with a taxable income of $45,350. 
 
  
 
 
c. Find the tax amount for a single dad filing as head of household with a taxable income of 
$42,102. 
 
  
 

 


